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Abstract:

Globalization has immensely influenced local governance worldwide. It has had a significant
impact on rural communities, particularly on the socio-economic life of vulnerable sections.
Globalization has adversely affected the capacity of local institutions and the resilience of rural
vulnerable communities. Besides, its benefits are more accessible to the urban population in
India than the rural population. The review aims to meticulously assess how globalization
impacts local governance, particularly in rural areas, by synthesizing existing literature. The
study mainly tries to identify a gap in the research concerning the impacts of globalization on
the rural local bodies through systematic review methods, including bibliometric analysis and
Prisma flow chart.
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Introduction:

In the last three decades, dramatic changes have occurred worldwide, leading to profound
transformations in government, governance systems, processes, and public administration.
These high-mark changes have been brought about by Globalization, which has evoked various
concepts of intellectual, political, and economic reaction worldwide. The consequences of
Globalization are currently the subject of a lively public debate (Bhagwati, 2004; Stiglitz,
2002). There is significant interest in this issue due to the growing importance of the ongoing
process of Globalization (Ezcurra, 2012). The world has become increasingly interconnected
due to various factors such as market dynamics, technological advancements, the information
revolution, heightened travel, and cultural exchanges. These developments have significantly
altered the landscape of modern governance, leading to the transformation of traditional
societal structures (Ibrahim & Kato, 1998, p. 8). As a result, the governance of modern states
is facing new requirements and challenges (Jreisat, 2004). One of the many outcomes of
Globalization is the increasing interconnectedness of local and global affairs (Taipale, 2005).
Globalization has promoted the idea of decentralization (Garrets &Rodden,2000), resulting in
more power being given to local bodies. Many countries have embraced decentralization as
part of their reform policies during this era (Brixiova ,2008). These local governance reforms
have become global strategies affecting developed and developing countries.

An unresolved issue regarding Globalization is its influence on governance and the
effectiveness of domestic institutions (Nadeem, 2014). Restructuring of local governance
become more prominent in the era of Globalization (Palanithurai,2008). Local governance
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implies a process in which decisions are made and executed within a locality (Mooney, 2022).
This governance is created to address specific community issues (Silva P et al., 2023). It aims
to enhance public participation in decision-making for effective problem-solving (Khan, 2022).
However, Globalization has brought about opportunities and challenges for local self-
governance on a global scale. It has driven economic growth by attracting multinational
corporations into local markets and creating job opportunities within communities. Local
governments now have access to best practices and innovations from across the globe, leading
to potential improvements in administrative efficiency and public service delivery (Fukuyama,
2013). The collaboration and partnerships between local governments and international
organizations play a pivotal role in enhancing governance practices, ensuring more effective
policy implementation, and facilitating access to international funding (Keohane & Nye, 2000).
The best global practices have encouraged local governments to implement new governance
models, such as e-governance, and to prioritize transparency and efficiency in local
administration. As a result, local governments in, both industrialized and developing countries
have adapted to meet new requirements. Multinational corporations and international
institutions can weaken local governance autonomy. Local governments may be pressured to
comply with global standards that may not fit local priorities (Sassen, 1998). Balancing
economic development with environmental sustainability poses long-term governance
challenges for local governments (Shiva, 2005). Domestic governance structures in new
developing countries encounter resistance pressures. Even with extensive economic reforms,
the introduction of political changes, and the active involvement of NGOs, numerous post-
colonial countries continue to face challenges in governance (Hussain, 2022).

Globalization has had a significant impact on rural communities, particularly on the socio-
economic life of vulnerable sections (Meril, 2006). Its benefits are more accessible to the urban
population in India than the rural population (Kumar, 2013). The COVID-19 pandemic has
profoundly affected societies worldwide, compelling governments to swiftly and efficiently
implement measures to mitigate its consequences. The pandemic has revealed the inadequacy
of local bodies in meeting the growing needs of vulnerable sections during emergencies in
India, especially in Odisha. As a result, there is an increasing demand to build a more resilient
and prepared society for a post-COVID world. Furthermore, there is a lack of availability and
accessibility of public information by the local people, which is a significant issue for effective
and efficient government (Armstrong, 2011). In developing countries such as India, local
authorities are not fully prepared to better leverage the opportunities and address the challenges
presented by globalization (Wilson,2008) to ensure the locality's development. Therefore, it is
imperative to address the shortcomings in local governance to effectively deal with
globalization challenges and utilize it for local development. The main aim of this paper is to
conduct a systematic review of existing literature in order to identify any gaps in understanding
the effects of globalization on rural local self-governance.

Method:

For this systematic research, I developed a search strategy to identify relevant literature on
Globalization, local governance, and local government. A bibliometric survey was conducted
to highlight the impacts of Globalization on local self-governance. Figure 1 represents
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bibliometric analysis. This survey utilized the VOS Viewer application software to collect data
from various reputable sources such as Science Direct, Scopus, and Google Scholar. The data
was collected between 1989 and 2023.

Figure-1 (Content Analysis by using bibliometric Analysis)
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Sources -EBSCO, Google Scholar, Science Direct & Scopus
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria:

The keywords relevant to the topic were meticulously searched across Science Direct, Scopus,
and the EBSCO database. Keywords such as "globalization," "local governance," and "local
self-government" were employed. A comprehensive total of 1472 articles in English, spanning
from 1989 to 2023, were identified. After careful examination, materials categorized as
"Electronic Resources" (03), "News" (32), "Magazines" (13), "Researcher Starters" (14),
"Reports" (61), "e-books" (03), "Conference Materials" (26), and "Reviews" (3) were excluded,
leaving only "Academic Journals" (1341) for consideration. Following this, articles that did not
align with the objectives were further excluded, resulting in 69 deemed suitable for study. Of
these, 8 articles were excluded due to inaccessible full texts, resulting in 61 articles. From these,
32 were further excluded due to irrelevance, leaving 29 articles for qualitative analysis.
Ultimately, 12 of these were selected for meta-analysis.
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The inclusion and exclusion process is depicted in Figure 2, following the PRISMA model."
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Table 1 Identification of method, impact, Type of local governance, country and
conclusion and suggestion
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limitations that
need to be
addressed in
order to
enhance its
effectiveness.

Classification by the Author
Result:

Local governance has emerged as a vital force for community development and the well-being
of local residents in recent times. The influence of globalization on all aspects of governance,
including local governance, has been widely acknowledged by researchers and theorists over
the past two decades. The impact of globalization on local governance varies across countries
and regions, with numerous studies exploring its effects on both urban and rural areas. While
some studies emphasize the opportunities presented by globalization, others shed light on the
challenges it poses. There is a healthy debate among scholars regarding the implications of
globalization for different societies. It is evident that globalization aims to stimulate
development through decentralization, presenting both benefits and drawbacks for different
communities. Scholars have identified the need for institutional capacity and policy
frameworks to harness the opportunities arising from global interconnectedness. However,
there is also a recognized lack of focus on the awareness and active participation of local,
especially rural populations in the governance processes influence by globalization.
Additionally, there is a need for innovative approaches to address glocalization issues at the
rural level. Notably, the impact of globalization on vulnerable rural communities in emerging
states such as Odisha, India, has been profound. Existing literature has primarily focused on
urban governance at both a global and Indian level, with limited attention given to the impacts
of globalization on the delivery of services by rural local institutions and the resilience of rural
vulnerable populations.

Conclusion:

Based on an extensive analysis of existing literature, this study highlights a research vacuum
on the influence of globalization on the capacity of rural local authorities to deliver services
and assist disadvantaged communities in India, namely in Odisha. Numerous nations have
implemented measures to modernize their local governance in order to tackle the difficulties
and advantages of globalization. Nevertheless, emerging nations such as India, namely in
Odisha state, where 83.31 percent of the population resides in rural regions, are encountering
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difficulties in grappling with these issues and harnessing the advantages of globalization. The
local government entities in Odisha play a vital role in fulfilling the needs of the local
community and promoting sustainable development. Despite concerted attempts, these
organizations have failed to effectively provide sufficient assistance to marginalized
individuals at the local level. Thus, it is necessary to investigate methods to enhance the
abilities of rural organizations in safeguarding the interests of marginalized groups amongst the
intricacies resulting from globalization.

References:

1. Armstrong, C. L. (2011). Providing a clearer view: An examination of transparency on
local government websites. Government Information Quarterly, 28(1), 11-16.

2. Aslam, H., & Azhar, S. (2013). Globalisation and development: Challenges for
developing countries. [International Journal of Economic Policy in Emerging
Economies, 6(2), 158. https://doi.org/10.1504/IJEPEE.2013.055795

3. Atkinson, D. (2002). Local government, local governance, and sustainable

development: Getting the parameters right (Vol. 4). HSRC Press.

4. Aust, H. P., & Du Plessis, A. (Eds.). (2008). The globalization of urban governance.
Routledge.

5. Bhagwati, J. (2004). In defence of globalization. Oxford University Press.

6. Bardhan, P. (2002). Decentralization of governance and development. Journal of
Economic Perspectives, 16(4), 185-205.

7. Brixiova, Z. (2008). Decentralization and local governance in developing countries: A
comparative perspective. Comparative Economic Studies, 50(1), 158-160.
https://doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.ces.8100233

8. Bhattacharyya, H., & Konig, L. (Eds.). (2015). Globalisation and Governance in India:
New  Challenges to Society and Institutions (1st ed.). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315722917

9. Cerny, P. (1999). Globalization, governance, and complexity. In A. Prakash & J. Hart
(Eds.), Globalization and governance (pp. 184-208). Routledge.

10. Chandler, J. A. (1996). Local government today. Manchester University Press

11. Cheshmedzhieva, M. et al. (2021). Impact of globalization on the direct participation
of citizens in local self-government in the Republic of Bulgaria. SHS Web of

Conferences. Available at: https://www.shs-
conferences.org/articles/shsconf/abs/2021/03/shsconf _glob20_07013/shsconf glob20
_07013.html (Accessed: 08 August 2024).

12. Faheem, M. (2023). Grassroots democracy and local governance issues: Perspective
from rural India. Revista de Gestdo Social e Ambiental, 17(10), €03407.
https://doi.oreg/10.24857/resa.v17n10-005

13. Faguet, J. P. (2004). Does decentralization increase government responsiveness to local
needs? Evidence from Bolivia. Journal of Public Economics, 88(3/4), 867-893.

14. Garrett, G., & Rodden, J. (2000, July). Globalization and decentralization.
ResearchGate.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/2624475_Globalization_and Decentralizati
on

SPIJSH www.shodhpatra.org 39


http://www.shodhpatra.org/
https://doi.org/10.1504/IJEPEE.2013.055795
https://doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.ces.8100233
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315722917
https://www.shs-conferences.org/articles/shsconf/abs/2021/03/shsconf_glob20_07013/shsconf_glob20_07013.html
https://www.shs-conferences.org/articles/shsconf/abs/2021/03/shsconf_glob20_07013/shsconf_glob20_07013.html
https://www.shs-conferences.org/articles/shsconf/abs/2021/03/shsconf_glob20_07013/shsconf_glob20_07013.html
https://doi.org/10.24857/rgsa.v17n10-005
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/2624475_Globalization_and_Decentralization
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/2624475_Globalization_and_Decentralization

SHODHPATRA: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SCIENCE AND HUMANITIES

E-ISSN: 3048-6041 | Volume- 2, Issue- 1 | January 2025

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Goldfrank, B. (2007). The politics of deepening local democracy: Decentralization,
party institutionalization, and participation. Comparative Politics, 39(2), 147—-168.
Guibernau, M. (2001). Globalization and the nation-state. In M. Guibernau & J.
Hutchinson (Eds.), Understanding nationalism (pp. 242-268). Polity Press.

Gupta, N. (2018). Globalization and challenges to Panchayati raj institutions.
International Journal of Academic Research and Development, 3(2), 957-960.
http://www.academicsjournal.com/archives/2018/vol3/issue2/3-2-300

Hamdi, F. M. (2013). The impact of globalization in the developing countries.
Developing Country Studies, 3(11), 142-144.

Hart, J., & Prakash, A. (2003). Globalization, governance, and complexity.

Hewison, K. (2000). Resisting globalization: A study of localism in Thailand. The
Pacific Review, 13(2), 279-296.

. Ibrahim, H., & Kato, K. (1998). Globalization, governance, and civil society. JCIE.

https://www.jcie.org/analysis/booksreports/globalization

Jreisat, J. (2004). Governance in a globalizing world. International Journal of Public
Administration, 27(13-14), 1003-1029. https://doi.org/10.1081/PAD-200039883

Joshi, S. (2016). Understanding local governance in the context of globalisation. Local
Government Quarterly, 86(1), 25-35.

Khan, M. S., & Syrett, S. (2022). An institutional analysis of ‘power within’ local
governance: A Bazaari tale from Pakistan. World Development, 154, 105882.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2022.105882

Kumar, S. (2012). Globalisation & its effect on rural India. International Journal of
Engineering & Management Research, 2(1). ISSN 2250-0758.

Lall, S. (2004). The employment impact of globalization in developing countries. In E.

Lee & M. Vivarelli (Eds.), Understanding globalization, employment and poverty
reduction (pp. 73-101). Palgrave Macmillan.

Merrill, M. (2006). Impact of globalisation on rural communities: Social & economic
impacts. Social Issues & Rural Information Interest Group.

Montin, S. (2008). Local governance in 'Swedish': Globalisation, local welfare
government and beyond. Local Government Studies, 34(3), 363-377.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03003930802044551

Rahman, M. M. (2014). Threats & opportunities of globalisation on rural development:
Bangladesh perspective. ResearchGate.

Rahman, S. (2018). Impact of globalization on good governance: An analysis on local
government in Bangladesh. International Journal of Scientific and Research
Publications, 8(12). https://doi.org/10.29322/1JSRP.8.12.2018.p8473

Roldan, M. D. G. Z. (2010). Globalization and glocalization: Experiences in the local
Philippine context (Discussion Paper Series No. 2010-21). Philippine Institute for
Development Studies.

Salskov-Iversen, D., Hansen, H. K., & Bislev, S. (2000). Governmentality,
globalization, and local practice: Transformations of a hegemonic discourse.
Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, 25(2), 183-222.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40644996

Sassen, S. (1998). Globalization and its discontents. New Press.

SPIJSH www.shodhpatra.org 40


http://www.shodhpatra.org/
https://www.jcie.org/analysis/booksreports/globalization
https://doi.org/10.1081/PAD-200039883
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2022.105882
https://doi.org/10.29322/IJSRP.8.12.2018.p8473
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40644996

SHODHPATRA: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SCIENCE AND HUMANITIES
E-ISSN: 3048-6041 | Volume- 2, Issue- 1 | January 2025

34. Schuurman, F. J. (Ed.). (2000). Globalization and development studies: Challenges for
the 21st century. Vistaar Publications.

35. Silva, P., Mota, L. F., Carneiro, R., Valentim, R., & Teles, F. (2023). The inner
functioning of local governance networks in centralized countries: A ‘brave new
world’? Social Sciences, 12(5). Scopus®. https://doi.org/10.3390/s0cscil2050289

36. Stiglitz, J. E. (2003). Globalization and its discontents. W. W. Norton.

37. Stiglitz, J. (2002). Globalism’s discontents. The American Prospect, 13(1), A16-A21.

38. Stoker, G. (2010). The comparative study of local governance: Towards a global
approach. Politica y Sociedad, 47(3). https://doi.org/10.5209/rev_POS0O.2010.v47.n3.2

39. Uzun, C. N. (2007). Globalization and urban governance in Istanbul. Journal of
Housing and the Built Environment, 22(1), 127-138.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41107372

40. Waltz, K. N. (1999). Globalization and governance. PS: Political Science & Politics,
32, 693-700.

41. Wild, L., Chambers, V., King, M., & Harris, D. (2012). Common constraints and
incentive problems in service delivery. Overseas Development Institute.
http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/docs/7791.pdf

42. Wilson, G. A. (2012). Community resilience, globalization, and transitional pathways
of decision-making. Geoforum, 43(6), 1218-1231.

43. Wilson, R. H. (2000). Understanding local governance: An international perspective.
Revista de Administragdo de Empresas, 40(2), 51-63. https://doi.org/10.1590/S0034-
75902000000200006

SPIJSH www.shodhpatra.org 41


http://www.shodhpatra.org/
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci12050289
https://doi.org/10.5209/rev_POSO.2010.v47.n3.2
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41107372
http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/docs/7791.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1590/S0034-75902000000200006
https://doi.org/10.1590/S0034-75902000000200006

